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In 2016, the Creative Humanities initiative at Sheridan College was founded by Dr. Brandon McFarlane with 
the ambition of retooling the humanities by inspiring new approaches grounded in creative inquiry and critical 
innovation. We imagine optimistic futures for the humanities and higher education and engage in the struggle work 
necessary to manifest those utopian visions in our everyday lives. 
The humanities have much to offer, particularly in terms of training the next generation of critical thinkers, 
mobilizing nuanced knowledge about highly complicated social and cultural processes, and producing new 
styles of problem solving that advance social justice and the public good. We believe serving our students 
and communities by facilitating transformative experiences and creating critical solutions to social and cultural 
challenges is essential for actualizing and showcasing the potential of the humanities for the 21st century. 
Letter from 
Dr Genevieve Amaral
Associate Dean, School 
of Humanities and 
Creativity
The Creative Humanities is a vibrant initiative that emblematizes some of 
the most important values of the School of Humanities and Creativity and 
the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at Sheridan College. In the 
classroom and out of it, its projects deepen and reinvent the relationship 
between the study of the human experience and our communities.
I first encountered the Creative Humanities through an event organized by 
the Theatre Entrepreneurs’ Network and Training (TENT) project. Sheridan 
students led faculty, Fringe staff, and invited stakeholders through creative 
problem-solving activities to seek answers to the question, “how do 
we cultivate champions of the TENT program?” A different approach to 
the traditional fundraiser, the evening was imbued with optimism and a 
celebratory atmosphere; students were clearly empowered by the hands-
on skills they were cultivating, deeply engaged in doing good for their 
community, and future-oriented.
Since then, I have been impressed by the range and flexibility of the 
Creative Humanities approach. The concept of a “public humanities” has 
gained traction in academic and cultural institutions in recent years. The 
Creative Humanities takes this movement one step further by leveraging 
Sheridan’s unique strengths as a leader in both creativity education and in 
hands-on, experiential learning that prepares students not only for jobs, but 
for meaningful, transformational work in our society.
Throughout its evolution over the last five years, Creative Humanities has 
made exceptional use of Sheridan’s support for Scholarly, Research, and 
Creative Activities (SRCA) to advance our shared vision of the humanities 
as a powerful site for social justice, transformational learning, and 








The Connection to Creative Problem Solving
The Creative Humanities mobilize curriculum in the Board Undergraduate Certificate in Creativity and Creative 
Problem Solving offered by the School of Humanities and Creativity at Sheridan College. Indeed, at the core of our 
research and development for each project is Creative Problem Solving (CPS), a structured process for reliably 
generating novel solutions to challenges and opportunities. CPS facilitates discovery within an environment 
rich with positive reinforcement and infinite imaginative possibilities. It takes the ambiguity out of the innovation 
process by providing flexible framework and ‘thinking tools’ that activate particular modes of thought at the 
appropriate time. Creative Humanities projects play a vital role in sharing Sheridan’s expertise in CPS with the 
broader community, and providing students with meaningful, real-world experiences in which they can hone their 
craft and learn from leaders in the creative industries while collaborating with them. 
E V O L U
Creative Colouring Project. 
Dr. Brandon McFarlane (Principal 
Investigator, PI)
Inspired by a unit on mindfulness and 
creativity, students in Principles of Creative 
Problem Solving conceptualized a weekly 
hand-out that included a lesson plan and 
areas for notetaking and colouring. The idea 
was further developed via The Sheridan 
Notebook. Over 5,000 print and digital 
copies have already been adopted by 











Breaking Through Barriers to Gender 
Equity in Canadian Film.
Dr. Brandon McFarlane (PI)
Synthesized existing research to identify 
key barriers to gender equity in the North 
American film and television sector. Three 
undergraduate researchers facilitated 
CPS sessions with Breakthroughs Film 
Festival’s Board of Directors to create the 
organization’s first strategic plan which 
reimagined the not-for-profit’s mandate from 
the perspective of intersectional feminism. 
Remaking Critical Theory.
Marco Cibola, Dr. Catherine Hale, Dr. 
Alexander Hollenberg, Hyein Lee, and 
Dr. Brandon McFarlane (PI)
A partnership between the School 
of Humanities and Creativity and the 
School of Visual and Creative Arts that 
synthesizes innovation management and 
artistic practices to help undergraduates 
better understand critical theory, and 
apply insights to solve challenges 
pertaining to equity, diversity, and 
inclusion in their industries. 
Mobilizing Social Innovation to Train the Next 
Generation of Theatre Entrepreneurs.
Dr. Glenn Clifton, Dr. Catherine Hale, Dr. Brandon 
McFarlane (PI), Dr. Michael McNamara, and Jennifer 
Phenix
Partnered with the Toronto Fringe Festival to enhance 
and expand its TENT program. We researched and 
formalized curriculum. Researched barriers preventing 
equity-seeking communities from participating in TENT 
programming, and applied CPS to eliminate barriers and 











T I O N
Children’s Book Jam.
Dr. Kylie Hartley (PI), Mahak Jain, Hyein Lee, Dr. 
Brandon McFarlane, and Dr. Owen Percy
A partnership between the School of Humanities 
and Creativity and School of Visual and Creative Arts 
which pilots a new model for the creation of illustrated 
children’s books that explore themes of social justice 
in which, breaking from current industry practices, the 







Everybody’s Got A Story.
Dr. Jennifer Chambers (PI), Dr. Glenn Clifton, Dr. 
Patrice Esson, and Dr. Catherine Hale
Inspired by the Covid-19 lockdown and the desire 
to foster a sense of community, this project asks 
Sheridan community members open-ended, emotion-
driven questions to get to the heart of their stories. The 
narratives will be published in an online, interactive 
map which shows how people from around the world 
converge at Sheridan College to explore their creativity. 
Once campus reopens, the stories may also be shared in 
an installation at the Creative Campus Galleries.
Creative Colouring Project
 SRCA Growth Grant $5,000
Breaking Through Barriers to 
Gender Equity in Canadian Film
 SRCA Growth Grant $5,000
Mobilizing Social Innovation to Train 




 SRCA Growth Grant $5,000
 SSHRC Explore Grant $5,000
 Work Study Program $7,500
Children’s Book Jam
 SRCA Growth Grant $10,000
Everybody’s Got A Story
 SRCA Growth Grant $10,000






The Theatre Entrepreneurs’ Networking and Training (TENT) empowers the 
next cohort of independent producers. It was created in 2014 because many 
theatre schools prioritized craft—acting, directing, and writing. TENT filled an 
important gap by providing emerging artists essential skills that often take years 
of industry practice to master – this includes fundraising, marketing, managing 
budgets, and grant-writing. The 12-day program features workshops facilitated 
by experienced professionals and pairs participants with industry mentors. TENT 
ensures that the next generation has the skills needed to pursue a successful 




The partnership between the Toronto Fringe and Sheridan College with 
regards to our TENT program has been incredibly useful to our organisation 
and we are forever grateful to Dr. Brandon McFarlane and the Creative 
Humanities for spearheading the work. 
The opportunity to work with Sheridan students over the course of the three-
year partnership was invaluable. Hearing their feedback, listening to their questions and having insight to their 
processes of creative thinking were tangible tools we could take back into the organisation and implement at 
TENT. Beyond that we were also able to bring Brandon, Prof. Jennifer Phenix, and Paola Di Barbora to our CAFF 
conference where they led a creative problem solving (CPS) workshop with Fringe leaders from across Canada 
and the US. We received such positive feedback as to how this opportunity opened their eyes to ways of problem 
solving that they had not considered before.
For the first-ever digital version of TENT in 2020, we saw an increase from 20 to almost 100 people applying to 
the TENT program and we also saw our most diverse cohort since the program began. We plan on building on this 
past successful program and continuing to build our alumni over the years to come. We are grateful for the CPS 
sessions lead by Dr. Michael McNamara and the curriculum development lead by Dr. Glenn Clifton that paved the 
foundation for these successes. 
The Sheridan partnership was essential to us. I am not sure that the TENT program would have continued had it 
not been for the investment made, both financially and from a time perspective. We are indebted to the energy and 
insight that we had from the students and the professors and we hope we will be able to find another way to work 
together in the not-too-distant future.
Letter from Lucy Eveleigh
Executive Director, Toronto Fringe Festival





Victoria Webb (BBA, Marketing Management 2020) 
received of the institution-wide Orange Ribbon Award for 
excellence in Creative Problem Solving for planning and 
facilitating CPS sessions with Dr. Michael McNamara. 
Dr. Glenn Clifton received the Student Success Award for 
mentoring students and showcasing their contributions through 
reflective blogs. 
Karly-Anna O’Brien (BBA, Supply Chain 
Management 2019) received the Dr. Mary Preece 
S.W.I.T.C.H. Award which honors an innovative 
contribution to education and community by 
a female-identifying graduate. O’Brien helped 
research and design curriculum for TENT. 
Dr. Glenn Clifton, Dr. Brandon McFarlane, Dr. Michael 
McNamara, and Professor Jennifer Phenix received the 
Collaborative Teaching & Learning Award (Inclusivity) for 
work on the TENT Project. 
A Collaboration
Students and the Creative Humanities:
The Creative Humanities is a platform for transdisciplinary collaboration and student success. Projects are 
designed to connect students from diverse faculties and backgrounds, and forge experiences to apply their unique 
talents to solve key industry challenges, learn from their colleagues, and witness first-hand how diversity boosts 
creativity. 
(BA, Illustration, 2022) 
“Getting to do my favourite thing with amazing people and contributing to 
a project that leaves a positive impact on the arts community and emerging 
artists like myself was a dream come true. I wasn’t only able to apply the 
artistic skill I learned from school and personal practice but also became 
more confident in pitching and developing ideas in creative sessions that 
quickly went from nerve-wracking to exhilarating.” 
(BBA, Marketing Management 2023)
“Through this experience, I’ve been able to connect and work with some 
incredibly brilliant and talented people; whether that be creative writing 
or illustration, I was inspired by their resilience through hard times or their 
idée fixe with cold emailing.” Lynne Li, from her blog post, “Making Friends 
While Making a Difference.”
(BFTV, Film & Television, 2021)
“I was able to strengthen my skills thanks to the TENT project. I find that 
the biggest change was how it allowed me to trust myself more and believe 








The Creative Humanities is redefining how and why the post-secondary sector pursues research. The raison 
d’être of the arts, humanities, and social sciences have historically been discovery research: scholarship 
explores the human condition and creates knowledge simply due to its intrinsic value—the insights deepen our 
knowledgebase even if they have little to no immediate use value.  We study these subjects for self-enlightenment 
and to better understand the world.  
 
The Creative Humanities are challenging historical norms by reshaping scholarly insights into tangible innovations 
that solve community challenges and creating new ways of conducting research while doing so. The point isn’t 
historical practices are outdated, rather we explore what scholars can accomplish if they embrace an ethos 
of creativity, collaboration, radical experimentation, and civic engagement. Our initial pilots demonstrate that good 
things do indeed happen.  
When conceptualizing “Mobilizing Social Innovation to Train the Next Generation of Theatre Entrepreneurs” in 
collaboration with the leaders at Toronto Fringe, we had an ah-ha! moment. It was, admittedly, a bit of a struggle 
to communicate what we were hoping to achieve. Our original goal was a social innovation—enhance the 
TENT program—but the term didn’t appropriately describe what we were up too. Rather, our vision was to 
equip emerging theatre producers with the skills, knowledge, and networks they needed to lead independent 
theatre companies and dismantle barriers that were discouraging marginalized populations from taking advantage 
of TENT programming. This closely matched Sheridan’s core mandate to train job-ready professionals with game-
changing creativity which sparked a radical insight: what if creative talent is our primary research output? And from 
that point forward, we embraced ‘talent-oriented research design’ and sought approach everything we do as an 




How do you measure the impact of talent-orientated research? How do you transform research insights in to 
accessible, understandable, and immediately useable, talent-boosting knowledge? How might we showcase 
student achievements to open up new opportunities? Answer: stories and narratives. These intersecting challenges 
prompted the Creative Humanities to pilot Creative Documenters, student researchers who applied their artistic 
practice to create stories, narratives, and other communications.
Creative Documenters produced art works installed into campus space by the Creative Campus Galleries, 
created documentary-style videos that invited equity-seeking communities to participate in TENT, a blog series 
that introduced the basics of artrepreneurship, and other narratives that showcased what undergraduates learned 
through their research experience. Inspired by the Creative Humanities, you’ll soon see Creative Documenters 
integrated into new projects across Sheridan. 
As a program specifically designed to foster creative talent, the Honours Bachelor of Creative Writing & Publishing 
(CW&P) is naturally intertwined with the Creative Humanities. Many of its faculty members and students are key 
contributors to the Creative Humanities.
Members of the first graduating class of CW&P are masters of applied imagination – this can be seen through 
the contributions of the five multi-faceted students during many of the Creative Humanities collaborations. They 













Makers  o f  Sm i l e s
The Creative Humanities champion everyday creativity as an important part of the 
creative process and our service to Sheridan. Our creative collaborations encourage 
play, spark joy, foster friendships, build community, and improve the overall quality of 
life at Sheridan. 
If it were up to us, smiles, laughs, and friendships would be essential metrics 
to measure the impact of applied research and everything else we do in higher 
education. That’s why Professor Jennifer Phenix was quested with being the ‘Maker 
of Smiles’ on the TENT project due to her expertise in everyday creativity and 
mythology.
Kate Dockeray was the project’s first Creative Documenter. By capturing tender 
moments through her photography, Kate highlighted the indispensable benefits the 
project was bringing to emerging theatre entrepreneurs, Sheridan students, and the 
broader public.
Manifesting Critical Creativity
Admittedly, our ‘lives would be a lot easier’ if we used cliches to describe our ‘out-of-the-box-thinking’ and how 
the Creative Humanities always strive to not only ‘talk the talk’ but also ‘walk the walk.’ Cliches are convenient 
because they efficiently communicate an idea in a familiar and accessible manner, but they are inappropriate for 
expressing, indeed, manifesting an ethos of criticality, creativity, and collaboration.
As Dr. Alexander Hollenberg (Professor of Narrativity and Storytelling) argued in an article published in English 
Studies in Canada, the mission of the contemporary humanities is to foster critical creativity, the ability to critically 
engage with the creativity of the past and imagine how diverse audiences will interpret new ideas. Critical creativity 
is essential for mitigating the dual risks of redundancy and disastrous change. 
We quest collaborators to become conscious of humanity’s collective creativity to seek inspiration and make 
things that are truly novel. This is why Creative Humanities imaginaries express themes of playfulness, diversity, 
divergence, and convergence. We choreograph diverse perspectives for the whimsical pursuit of the improbable, 
and then combine ideas into tangible, problem-solving things. It is important to us that the forms we make—
regardless if they are blog posts, reports, conference presentations, or works of art—exemplify the Creative 
Humanities ethos. 

T H E  C R E AT I V E
Creative Colouring Project 
Brandon McFarlane (Professor of Creativity and Creative Thinking) – Principal Investigator 
Devin Murray (BA, Game Design 2018) -- Illustrator 
Kristine Villeneuve (BA, Illustration 2017) -- Illustrator 
 
Breaking Through Barriers to Gender Equity in Canadian Film 
Laura Chute (BA, Photography 2018) -- CPS Facilitator 
Rosie Daniels (BA, Film and Television 2020) -- CPS Facilitator 
Aisling Flynn-Post (BA, Film and Television 2019) -- CPS Facilitator 
Dr. Brandon McFarlane (Professor of Creativity and Creative Thinking) – Principal Investigator 
 
TENT 
Carly Chamberlain (TENT Program Director) – Industry Collaborator 
Kayden Chan (BA, Illustration 2021) —Creative Documenter 
Dr. Glenn Clifton (Professor of Literary Studies) – Co-Applicant 
Rosie Daniels (BA, Film and Television 2020) – Creative Documenter 
Tom Arthur Davis (TENT Program Director) – Industry Collaborator 
Paola Di Barbora (BA, Craft and Design 2018) – Project Manager 
Kate Dockeray (BA, Photography 2019) — Creative Documenter and Project Manager 
Faizal Eidoo (BA, Creative Writing & Publishing 2021) – Creative Documenter and CPS Facilitator 
Dr. Patrice Esson (Professor of Psychology and Creativity) – Collaborator 
Lucy Eveleigh (Executive Director, Toronto Fringe) – Industry Collaborator 
Jacquelyn Ferguson (BA, Creative Writing & Publishing 2021) – Research Assistant and CPS Facilitator 
Brittany German (BA, Creative Writing & Publishing 2021) – Copy Writer and CPS Facilitator 
Sandra Ghobrial (BBA, Marketing 2019) — CPS Facilitator 
Steven Grabell (BA, Film and Television 2020) – Creative Documenter 
Lynne Li (BBA, Marketing Management 2023) – CPS Facilitator 
Anthony Marcelino (BBA, Supply Chain Management 2021) – CPS Facilitator 
Dr. Michael McNamara (Professor of Creativity and Creative Thinking) – Co-Applicant 
Robyn Miller (BA, Creative Writing & Publishing 2021) – Creative Documenter & CPS Facilitator 
Lexy Pakenham-Troth (BA, Film and Television 2020) –  Creative Documenter & CPS Facilitator 
Karly-Anna O’Brien (BBA, Supply Chain Management 2019) – Research Assistant 
Jennifer Phenix (Professor of Humanities) – Co-Applicant 
Michaella Pannu (BA, Early Childhood Leadership 2020) – Research Assistant 
Shanil Patel (BA, Interaction Design 2019) – CPS Facilitator 
H U M A N I T I E S  T E A M
Ayesha Qamar (Advanced Diploma in Computer Systems Analytics 2020) —CPS Facilitator 
Declan Rolph (BA, Film and Television 2020) – Creative Documenter 
Michael Rugo (BA, Interaction Design 2019) – Creative Documenter 
Tanisha Taitt (TENT Program Director) – Industry Collaborator 
Aura Torres (BA, Film and Television 2021) – Creative Documenter and CPS Facilitator  
Victoria Webb (BBA, Marketing 2020) – Research Assistant and CPS Facilitator 
Sarah Whang (BA, Illustration 2022) – Illustrator, Creative Documenter and CPS Facilitator 
Matthew Wong (BA, Applied Information Security 2020) – CPS Facilitator 
Taylor Zantingh (BA, Creative Writing & Publishing 2021) – Research Assistant & CPS Facilitator  
 
Remaking Critical Theory 
Wilson Chan (BA, Game Design 2023) – Research Assistant 
Marco Cibola (Professor of Illustration)— Co-Applicant 
Melody Downy (BA, Community Safety 2024) – Research Assistant 
Martin Gallagher (BA, Game Design 2022) – Research Assistant 
Dr. Catherine Hale (Director, Creative Campus Galleries) – Co-Applicant 
Elisar Haydar (BA, Illustration 2023) – Research Assistant 
Dr. Alexander Hollenberg (Professor of Narrativity) – Co-Applicant 
Hyein Lee (Professor of Illustration) – Co-Applicant 
Robyn Miller (BA, Creative Writing & Publishing 2021) – Research Assistant  
Daisy Sheps (BA, Creative Writing & Publishing 2023) – Creative Documenter 
Alexandra Siklos (BA, Illustration 2023) – Research Assistant
Children’s Book Jam 
Dr. Kylie Hartley (Professor of Psychology and Creativity) – Principal Investigator 
Mahak Jain (Professor of Creative Writing)—Co-Applicant 
Hyein Lee (Professor of Illustration) – Co-Applicant 
Dr. Brandon McFarlane (Professor of Creativity and Creative Thinking) – Co-Applicant 
Dr. Owen Percy (Professor of Literary Studies) – Co-Applicant 
Everybody’s Got a Story 
Dr. Jennifer Chambers (Professor of Literary Studies and Creative Writing) – Principal Investigator 
Dr. Glenn Clifton (Professor of Literary Studies) – Co-Applicant 
Dr. Catherine Hale (Director, Creative Campus)—Co-Applicant 
Dr. Patrice Esson (Associate Director, International Services) – Co-Applicant 
Francesca Abbruzzese 
Dr. Genevieve Amaral 
Jackie Ansara 
Rupinder Bahugun 
Dr. Nathaniel Barr 
Myles Bartlett 
Dr. Anna Boshnakova 
Donna Braggins 
Emily Brown  
Dr. Brian Chama 
Dr. Andrea Charise  
Dr. Mary Kay Culpepper 
Dr. Sara Cumming 
Matteo D’Angelo 
Paulina Delfino 
Morgan Dennis  
David Dexter 
Raj Dhaliwal 
Rebecca Diana  
Lynn Easson-Irvine 
Andrea England  






Wendy Kanko  
Kelly Karius 
Keiko Kataoka  




Dr. Joel Lopata 




Heather Morton  
Dr. Vicki Mowat 
Alex Nagy 
Patrick Naval 




Dr. Owen Percy 
Jeffrey P Pidsadny 
Dr. Gerard Puccio 
Dr. Jessica Pulis 
Dr. Ronni Rosenberg 
Michael Rubinoff 
Stephanie Samboo 
Dr. Eric Schmaltz 
Susan Shepley 
Mark Shufflebottom 




Dr. Dale Tracy 
Paul Vermeersch 
Dr. Cherie Werhun 
Dr. Ian Williams
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